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Bridgeport students study at Fairfield
Ambitious outreach is the vision of an international education hero
BY LUIGI DIMEGLIO
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

The future of an old Fairfield
mission rests on three Bridgeport
high school students.
In January, part of the Connecticut's response to the critical
condition of the Bridgeport Public Schools came into effect with
the appointment - not election of a new superintendent.
Enter Paul Vallas, the urban
schools rejuvenator of Chicago,
Philadelphia, Haiti, Argentina
and post-Katrina New Orleans."
The school system Vallas inherited is one riddled with very
low standardized test scores and
a high percentage of econpmically disadvantaged students.
The same month he began
working for Bridgeport, he contacted Fairfield University with
a proposal featuring the enrollment of worthy high school students in core classes.
Vishnu Nair, a senior at
Bassick High School in Bridgeport, is one of those students who
made the cut. He is taking MU

Nicholas DiFazio/ Vie Mirror

Dr. Laura Nash instructs a class including one of three high school students studying at Fairfield this Fall.
120 "History of American Song,"
instructed by Dr. Laura Nash.
"The hardest thing is stepping up ... I definitely feel different here," Nair said. "There's a big
gap I jump up."

Every Tuesday and Friday
morning, Nair takes a bus provided by Bridgeport Public Schools
from Bassick to Fairfield. After
class, he returns to high school
and his tuition here (at a reduced

rate) is covered by Bridgeport.
"The learning itself here impresses me. It keeps going forward," he said. "Some classes in
high school are like this, others
are just repetitive."

Associate Dean of the Graduate School of Education and
Allied Professions Dr. Christine
Siegel has been toggling the logistics of the program to perfect
everything from transportation
to campus resource access.
She helped determine a list
of 12 courses that would suit the
high school students in terms
of course style and workload.
Though the list created 12 openings, only three students from
Bassick could be admitted to the
program - a number that Siegel
said Fairfield hopes to improve
as the program develops.
"Fairfield University is committed to social justice and has
always had a long-standing commitment to Bridgeport Public
Schools," Siegel said. She also
added that, "Bridgeport is a
school system that has all the
problems urban school systems
in the U.S. have."
Admittance to the Duel Enrollment Program requires that
applicants have a cumulative
DUAL ENROLLMENT
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Expert speaks on
social media perks
BY JULI BASSETT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Twitter. Facebook. Instagram. These prominent social
media applications are just three
of many that are affecting and
changing the ways in which college students can market themselves today.
Kate Brodock, executive director of social media at Syracuse University, spoke to Fairfield students about how the
increase in social media usage
can actually help individuals
market themselves as products
in a positive way. Today, people
can promote
themselves by
blogging, engaging in Facebook
and Twitter conversations and
connecting with professionals
on websites such as Linkedln,
according to Brodock.
In just one minute an average of 175,000 users sign into a
Twitter account, according to
Brodock. Since the use of social
media is growing at such a fast
pace, it is important to know
how to brand yourself online.
"People can use Twitter for

strictly professional purposes,
social purposes or both," said
Brodock. "The website is known
as a 'glorified sentence' that can
range from T had a burrito for
lunch' to 'I'm here to talk about

People can use
Twitter for strictly
professional purposes, social purposes or both. The
website is known
as a 'glorified sentence.
- Kate Brodock

Buddhism."'
So how can students focus
on positive personal branding?
Brodock stressed the importance of knowing how to brand
yourself before you engage in
EXPERT
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Students gathered in the LLBCC to view a screening of the final debate in the 2012 Presidential race.

University promotes political awareness
BY MARTIN O'SULLIVAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

You could have cracked open
a few beers with some friends and
tuned into the Lions vs. Bears
game.
You could have stayed home
in your pajamas and absorbed
the latest happenings of "Gossip
Girl."
Or you could have come to
the BCC to discuss the future of
your country as you watched two
men verbally battie for the chance
to be in charge.
On Monday night, students
gathered in the Lower Level BCC
to watch a communal screening

of the third presidential debate
and fourth overall debate in the
2012 presidential race. This viewing event was just one of many
programs in an election series
arranged by the office of Student
Programs and Leadership Development.
"I think the civic engagement,
or potential'for civic engagement,
is really important," said Elissa
Carroll, associate director of Student Programs and Leadership
Development. "Students seeing
other students engaging in it is
helpful to get others excited or interested in what is going on."
According to Carroll, approximately 35 to 45 students were in

attendance for the duration of
each debate viewings. Though
many students left before the conclusion of each debate, discussions were still prevalent throughout the course of each viewing.
"I never really watched presidential debates or anything like
that before this so definitely having it accessible," said Kaitlin Maciejewski '15. "Since now we're at
a voting age, it's definitely good."
Other students seemed to
agree that the communal location
was positive. "I think it's helpful,
because I have a TV in my room,
but it's a good location to come
VOTER INITIATIVE
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Students can register to vote through the University until Nov. 5 by bringing this form to Old Town Hall.

minimum GPA of 3.3, submit an
essay and a letter of recommendation from a teacher or counselor.
While Nair comes from a
district where the high school
graduation rate in 2009 was 25.5
percent lower than the state aver-

Fairfield enables voter initiative
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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here," said Alexis Elllis '16.
"I am really happy that the
University puts on election related events, such as debate
viewing parties, to get students
involved," said Jillian Delaney
'15, chair of the College Democrats. "I watched one debate in
the Lower Level BCC and it was
definitely interesting to watch it
with a group that was politically
diverse versus with the College
Dems. I believe it's important to
consider other views."
Delaney noted the importance of these types of events
on the overall community. "I
would say that there are still a
great number of students who
aren't politically aware, which is
alarming considering how politics affect everyone's lives," she
said.
Though an extremely informal estimate of student in-

volvement in politics, there are
currently* 609 on-campus students who are registered to vote
through the town of Fairfield, according to the Fairfield Registar
of Voters.
In addition to the further
events planned after the date, the
election calendar will culminate
in the night of Election Day itself
on Nov. 6, in which students are
invited to gather in the Lower
Level BCC to hear the results of
the presidential race. As well as
an assortment of other refreshments supplied by the University, Connecticut vendor Super
Duper Weenie will be present.
"Let's make the BCC the
place to be for election night,"
said Carroll. "It's only going to
happen once in people's college
career that they will be on a campus like this to see what's going
to happen."
Speaking of the last presidential election night four years

ago, Carroll said, "There was a
lot buzz. Students were talking
about a lot of different things,
all politically related about what
would happen 'if.' So I hope that
we can have that buzz again."
So will students have to wait
another four years to see events
like this on campus? Not according to Delaney: "Why wait four
years? I think students should
get involved with local elections,
which happen more frequently
and impact us directly. If students become more knowledgeable sooner it will increase the age, the program's challenges are
momentum for the next presi- not only based in Bridgeport.
dential election."
One of the challenges that
Students can register to vote Nair faced was a research assignuntil Monday, Nov. 5 by going to ment due last week in which he
the Office of the Voter Registrar needed to find 30 sources and
located at 611 Old Post Road. write a one-page thesis for his
Business hours are Monday MU 120 class.
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
And to help with the chal4:30 p.m. The necessary registra- lenges this semester, Dr. Bryan
tion form can be picked up from Ripley Crandall, another urban
BCC 212.
high school veteran and Director

"The learning itself here impresses me. It keeps
going forward."
- Vishnu Nair

of the Connecticut Writing Project at Fairfield, has assumed the
role as a mentor.
"... even in the United States,
the pursuit of education is not
as common as we might think,"
Crandall said. "A lot of our instruction has been aesthetically
driven, rather than practical. Perhaps we should focus more on
critical literacy skills so students
are prepared for the changing
world they will inherit.
"Having a tremendous work
ethic is one thing - a quality all of
the Bassick students enrolled at
Fairfield have."
Commenting on the program's future, Crandall said:
"[Superintendent] Vallas is a visionary. People like myself, Dr.
Crandall and Dr. Nash are working to make this vision work.
Junior Sam Keach is in Nair's
MU 120 class. "I think [the program] is valuable for both sides,"
he said. "We get to reflect on ourselves and Vishnu gets to be exposed to our side.
Even Keach thinks the research project was challenging,
yet, "[Nair] seems to be integrating into the class well. ... It's nice
to give someone that age some
guidance."
What keeps Nair going?
"There's more than one way
of solving a problem but there is
always the same variable," Nair
said. "... You can't go back, you
just have to get to it."

LEAF organizes sweet way to fundraise for NOLA trip
BY MICHELLE CUSUMAJVO

admirers," said Kara O'Neill '15 who

break from Jan. 6-12. The students

high hopes and expectations for

O'Neill. "If anyone is at all interest-

CONTTRIBUTING WRITER

is attending the trip this year.

will spend four full days rebuilding

this fundraiser and the future events

ed in our cause we really encourage

homes and one day volunteering at

they have planned.

This is one of the many fundraisBetween the Halloween care

ers the students have organized to fi-

an animal shelter.

students, faculty and staff to partici-

"All of the donations we re-

packages stuffed in their mailboxes

nance their trip. They are also asking

"It was a really incredible expe-

ceive, big or small, are really helpful

and a popular student-run fund-

for donations from family members

rience and I learned so much about

and are greatly appreciated," said

raiser, the "freshman fifteen" might

and friends, selling custom Fairfield

myself and the value of helping other

creep up on Fairfield University stu-

University t-shirts, and hosting an

people. I can't wait to go again this

dents sooner than expected.

event for all Fairfield University stu-

year," said Daniel Stoddard '15 who

Leaders of Environmental Ac-

dents at Flipside Burger and Bar in

volunteered last year.

tion at Fairfield University (LEAF) are
selling candy grams Oct. 22 through

downtown Fairfield.
Although it has almost been

the opportunity to meet with New

Oct. 27 in the Barone Campus Center

eight years since Hurricane Katrina

Orleans residents and listen to

in order to raise money for their ser-

destroyed most of New Orleans and

their stories. "Hearing about how

vice trip to New Orleans this January.

took over 1,000 lives, there is still

much they lost because of the

For $2.00, students can send the

plenty of rebuilding that needs to be

hurricane is really heartbreaking.

candy of their choice with a handwrit-

done.

ten note to the doors of their friends
and significant others, the club said.

The students will also have

lucky you are and makes you ap-

in the service trip will be working

preciate what you have," said Stod-

"This type of fundraiser for the

together with Rebuilding Together

dard.

New Orleans service trip is more fun

New Orleans, a nonprofit organiza-

In the past, the candy grams

than just asking for donations be-

tion that helps construct sustainable

have been very successful and con-

cause people get to mess around with

homes for low-income homeowners.

tributed a lot of money towards the

their friends and pretend to be secret

The service trip is-over winter

service trip. The volunteers have
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Brodock discusses networking
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Jon Lisi '12 was arrested on Wednesday, Oct. 17.

Graduate arrested
BY LOAN LE
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

A Fairfield University graduate has been charged with allegedly extorting nude photos from
at least six females online.
On Wednesday Oct. 17, Stratford resident Jon Lisi '12 turned
himself in after the Stratford police tracked him through Facebook and confronted him with a
search warrant for his arrest on
Oct.12.
Police seized two computers,
a hard drive and a flash drive from
Lisi's possessions. .
The investigation began in
August after a female told the police that Lisi had asked for nude
photos of herself in an email. After
she refused to respond, according

to the press release, Lisi sent her a
photo of herself.
Lt. Frank Eannotti, of Stratford police, said in the release that
they do not know how Lisi had
obtained the photo. He also said
that Lisi had posted some photos
on a pornographic website.
Lisi is charged with 17 counts
of first-degree criminal attempt
to commit larceny by extortion
and is to be arraigned in court on
Oct. 26. He has been released on
a $50,000 bond. In a Connecticut
Post article, police said that additional charges may be possible.
The Mirror contacted Lisi
early Thursday evening, but he
said he could not comment on
the situation. The Mirror will continue to follow this story as it unfolds.

1

social media websites. An example of this involves college students tweeting about underage
drinking. It is difficult for these
students to gain an expert feel
after tweeting about a subject as
unprofessional as that, according to Brodock.
But for Twitter, the most important personal branding feature is the hashtag symbol the
website offers.
By placing the hashtag symbol in front of a word in a tweet,
users can garner the attention
of people who are interested in
what they are tweeting. Individuals searching^for" that particu-"
lar subject can find the tweet by
typing it in the search bar.
Brodock advised student
users to apply this tool to gain
attention for tweets relating to
professional topics instead of
drinking, partying and other unprofessional discussions.
The audience was full of
people from a variety of ages and
experiences with social networking. Brodock covered a vast array
of material ranging from Twitter's definition to more complex
areas involved within the website to alert students about the
benefits of this form of social
media.

Contributed Photo

Kate Brodock discusses aspects of social media at town Bookstore.

&

Kate Brodock §just,,,kats
19 Oct
About to speak at Fairfield Bookstore about using social media
professional purposes, personal branding stuff. At

This Week's Edition:
Conn. Senate Race Overview
BY ZACK ALBERT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the presidential election in full-swing, very few voters in Connecticut are focusing
on the election for U.S. Senator.
However, a new poll by the
Sienna Research Institute sug-

gests that the Senate race is
much more politically relevant
than the presidential contest at least in Connecticut. The poll
found that Democratic senatorial candidate Chris Murphy leads
Republican challenger Linda
McMahon by only two percentage points, while President
Obama leads Mitt Romney by 15
points in the Nutmeg State.
Don Levy, director of Sienna, remarked, "The identity of Connecticut's next junior senator is far too close
to call. Right now, Murphy
leads among Democrats but
with one in five D's crossing
party lines and independents favoring McMahon by
five points, Murphy's two point
lead is razor thin."
In fact, the Senate race has
been gaining national attention due to its potential
to become an
upset victory
for the Republican Party in
a state that
has notoriously elected
Democrats.
With
33 of the
100
U.S.
Senate
seats up for
grabs, and
18 of those
seats classified as either

"tossups" or only "leaning" to
one party, every victory matters
as the Democrats seek to maintain control and the Republicans
look to take back both the Senate and the Presidency.
Despite the local and national importance, however,
many Fairfield students are entirely uninformed when it comes
to this race.
"I don't know much about
the Senate race," said Dylan
Fisher '13, "I feel like most of the
attention is on the Presidential
race. I've seen some commercials for the Senate candidates,
but I don't really remember anything important about them."
So, who are these candidates who have such great potential to tip the balance come
November?
Chris Murphy has served as
a U.S. Representative for Connecticut's 5th Congressional District since 2007 and is running on
a platform of business growth,
health care reform, investment in
education, and energy research.
He is also a staunch proponent
of social freedom, notably supporting women's rights groups
and LGBTQ organizations.
Murphy's opponent, Linda
McMahon, is the former CEO
of WWE and running as a selfproclaimed outsider who will
bring business and job creation
experience to Washington. In
doing so, McMahon has painted
Murphy as a "career politician"

while offering a six-point "Linda's Plan" to revive the economy
and reduce federal spending.
Interestingly, the Senate
race has mirrored the presidential contest to a great degree,
with the Republican candidate
stressing job experience and
warning voters not to "send the
same people to Washington"
and the Democrat cautioning
voters about returning to "the
same set of failed economic
policies" of George
W. Bush.
Much
like the
presidential race,
the race
for Connecticut's
next Senator
has also
involved incredible sums
of money.
McMahon has
poured approximately $27 million
of her own money
into the campaign,
while Mur
phy has

raised approximately $8 million.
As the race has tightened, Murphy has also seen an influx of
monetary support from PAC's as
well as the Democratic Party.
Unfortunately, Connecticut,
as well as the nation, will have to
wait until Nov. 6 to see what impact the ads, the money and the
rhetoric have on what could be a
pivotal senatorial contest.
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Mirror Picks
of the Week!

Campus Crime Beat

Thursday, Oct 25
FUSA Broadway trip to see
the Lion King! Buses will
depart from Alumni Hall
at 4:30 p.m. Tickets will be
sold all week at the BCC
Info Desk.

Tuesday, 10/16

cation between two students in the area of the
Townhouses. One student was transported to a
11:15a.m.-A professor reported that their vehicle was medical facility.
damaged (possibly by a utility vehicle) while parked
at the Dolan School of Business. DPS is still investigating the accident.
2:39 p.m. - A lost wallet was brought to DPS.
Upon investigation a fake ID was found in the
Wednesday, 10/17
wallet and the rightful owner was referred to Student Conduct.
7:42 p.m. - A grease fire at 42 Bellermine Road
led the entire building to be evacuated. The fire Saturday, 10/21
was extinguished and DPS aired out the entire
second floor.
2:29 a.m. - One student fled when DPS approached a group of students found to be acting
Thursday, 10/18
suspiciously near the Jogues Hall gate. The runner was identified and referred to Student Con11:17 p.m. - Fairfield Police was notified and one duct for a narcotics violation.
Quad resident was referred to Student Conduct
after DPS smelled marijuana near their room.
2:48 p.m. - A sophomore's car was put on the
DPS tow list after an officer caught him speedFriday, 10/19
ing and found that the vehicle had accumulated
almost $500 in fines. The student was referred to
9:17 p.m. - DPS referred one student to Fairfield Student Conduct for having an unauthorized vePolice after investigating an odor of marijuana hicle on campus.
emanating from a Quad residence.
Sunday, 10/22
3:08 p.m. - A student reported their iPod to be
stolen from a room in 70 McCormick Road. DPS 4:42 p.m. - Another Quad resident was referred
reminds students to lock their doors.
to Student Conduct for a narcotics violation after DPS smelled marijuana in the vicinity of their
Friday, 10/20
room.

Friday, Oct 26
Head to the Gonzaga
Auditorium for the Friday
night movie series! Rocky
Horror Picture Show will
be playing from 10 p.m. 12 a.m. free of charge.
Saturday, Oct 27
Boo! Come to The Levee
for the annual IRHA hosted
Halloween Dance, 10 p.m.
-1 a.m. The event is free.
Tuesday, Oct 30
In honor of LGBTQ history
month, Fairfield presents
a film series dedicated
to LGBTQ experiences.
Attendance is free and
screenings will be in BCC
room 200 from 6:30 p.m. 9:30 p.m.

3:43 a.m. - DPS responded to a physical alterIf you have information about any of these incidents, please contact the Department of Public Safety.

0RNEI
Fairfield University Career Planning Center's weekly update.

EMPLOYER APPLICATION DEADLINES:
BiumShapiro
Staff Accountant ■ Tax and A&A
BlumShapiro
Winter internship - ■ Tax and A&A
BiumShapiro
Summer internship - Audit
DeEoitte & louche LLP
Audit Summer Programs LLP
Deioitte & louche LLP
Tax Winter Intern
Deioitte & louche LLP
Audit Assistant
Deioitte & louche LLP
Audit Winter Intern
Deioitte & louche LLP
Advisory Intern
Deioitte &Touche LLP
Advisory Consultant
Deioitte & Touche LLP
Tax Consultant
Deioitte & Touche LLP
Tax Summer programs
Silver Point Capital
Jr. Fund Accounting Analyst
The Travelers Companies
Product Pricing Devetopment Program
WTASLLC
Tax Associate
WTAS LLC
Tax Internship
Silver Point Capital
Operations Analyst
General Electric
GE Captial Risk Management Program (RMP)
General Electric
GE Capital Risk Management Program (RMP) intern
lndeed.com Sales
Intern-Stamford CT

10/03/2012
10/03/2012
10/03/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/05/2012
10/08/2012
10/08/2012
10/08/2012
10/08/2012
10/08/2012
10/10/2012
10/10/2012
10/10/2012
I

Be sure to visit Experience frequently for the latest position announcements.
Visit http://fairfield.experience.com

INFORMATION SESSIONS:
Oct 4th
Thursday Ernst & Young-Meet & Greet 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
Oct 9th
Tuesday
Dream Share Project 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Oct 11th Thursday

Law School Fair

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm

DSOB Dining Room

DROP IN HOURS FOR THE WEEK:
Oct 3rd - Oct 5th
Oct 9th • Oct 12th

Tuesday - Friday
Tuesday - Friday

1:30 pm-4:00 pm
1:30 pm-4:00 pm

U Like us on Facebooklwww.facebook.com/FairfieldCPC I
1 Follow us on Twitter @FairfieldCPC

KLYCTR
KLYCTR
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♦ Complete your program in two terms:
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AS A BRYANT GRADUATE, YOU WILL JOIN A POWERFUL
NETWORK OF ALUMNI that includes accomplished professionals across the country
and around the world. Bryant's College of Business is one of only 5% of colleges and
universities in the world accredited by the AACSB international The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business.

Visit www.bryant.edu/gradschool to learn more.
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EDITORIAL
Martin O'Sullivan | Editor-in-Chief
Loan Le | Executive Editor
Laura O'Reilly | Managing Editor

Things left unsaid
After all the mudslinging and active campaigning
from both Democratic and Republican sides, it's time for
college students to look towards the future. Who will you
vote for in the coming Nov. 6 elections?
The Mirror hosted Monday's viewing of the third
and last presidential debate and the editorial board was
pleased to see students show up. In addition to those
in the BCC, we know that many students chose to stay
in their own dorms and apartments to watch President
Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney spar over
foreign (and domestic?) policies.
We only have a certain amount of space for our editorial, so if we start an argument about "his horse is bigger than the other guy's," the opinions section would only
consist of the editorial board's opinion. To avoid that from
happening, we decided to dedicate this space to what
both candidates failed to mention in their debates.
We followed social media very closely over the past
few weeks (winnowing through many angry and incomprehensible tweets) and here's what we thought Twitter
users had problems with (aside from tangents about how
the foreign policies inexplicably pivoted to domestic policies):
• Absence of climate change discussion. Both runners
listed climate change as an issue they wish to solve,
but The Mirror was hard-pressed to find a mention or
two.
• Exclusion of Latin America and Europe in foreign
policy. There was no talk of the drug war going on in
Mexico (47,000 victims since President Felipe Calderon had launched his anti-cartel campaign in 2006,
according to The Associated Press), the trade policies
and relationships with countries like Cuba and Venezuela.
• Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Always an interesting topic. The candidates discussed Israel, but never
branched into this integral relationship that was heatedly debated in the previous presidential election.
• LGBTQ rights. Happy LGBTQ month? It doesn't
matter if you support these rights or not. What matters is the candidates failed to lay out their plans on
how they will work on this hot issue. We did notice
President Obama quip that Romney had "social policies from the "1950s" with Romney staying silent on
the subject.
So although you might think you learned where each
candidate truly stands from the three debates, be aware
that there are many things each one would rather not talk
about. Research every topic, realize that not everything is
discussed in these debates, and then decide who will earn
your vote.

Thumbs-Up / Thumbs-Down
• Students have two
weeks to vote before the
Presidential election.
• Apple created a mini
iPad.
• Field hockey wins 4-2
over UPenn.
• This year's Alumni/
Family weekend was fun
and successful.

• This semester is already halfway over.

Have an opinion about somethingelse?
Send us yourthoughts toopinion@fairfleldmirror.com
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Job Shadow showed me the light
BY ELIZABETH KOUBEK
OPINION EDITOR

I grew up watching it in movies. That dream job a young, determined girl or guy just happens to
land - you know, the nonexistent
ones. As you watch these characters walk around Manhattan
with designer .clothes, working
for famous successful people and
the best companies, you wonder,
"How do I get to where they are?"
I have wondered that same question over the past four years and
never expected to find the answer
when I signed up for the Alumni
Job Shadow Day Program last fall.
When first hearing about this
program, I was unsure whether it
would actually be worth my time;
however, after sending my application to a dozen or so companies
without receiving much response
I figured it was worth a shot. As
part of the program, I was placed
with alumnus Brian Williams who
worked at MSL Group, a large Public Relations firm in downtown
New York City. Although I had
never heard of this company, I was
excited at the opportunity to see
the inside workings of an actual
Public Relations firm versus what
I had learned about them in my
textbooks.
During the following winter
break I went into the city to spend
the day shadowing Mr. Williams at
his job as Vice President of MSL's
Consumer sector. We toured the of-

fice, sat in on client meetings with
famous companies and went to
an informational lunch with other
MSL employees who answered
any and all of my questions. However, apart from all the information I learned that day, some of the
best moments came from our unified Stag pride. We talked about
different Fairfield traditions such
as Clam Jam, Midnight Breakfast
and Point Days. He told me about
which beach houses he lived in as
a student and how nights at The
Grape were exactly the same then
as they are now. These moments
led to a bond which put my foot in
the door and landed my summer
internship position at the company.
With Brian's help getting my
resume to Human Resources, I
was given the opportunity to join
MSL Group as a paid intern in
the Personal Care sector this past
summer where I became an intern for both the Feminine Care
and Beauty and Luxury teams. As
a member of these teams I was not
assigned minimal tasks, but taken
in and given work that was an important piece of the overall campaign. I was assigned tasks such as
media monitoring, event planning,
campaign pitching and a variety of
meaningful writing projects. All
of these allowed me to hone skills
that will be useful in the future.
Through this internship I was
able to work with clients I would
never have before dreamed of,

such as Tiffany, Shiseido, Proctor
and Gamble accounts and so on.
This overall experience made for
an amazing summer, but further
amazing relationships. I still stay
in contact with a variety of mentors and individuals I met while
working at MSL. These connections leave the door open for my
future possibilities in the PR industry because they already know
my work habits and abilities.
On my first day in the MSL office, a few individuals had already
heard from Brian that "a fellow
Stag" was joining the company.
His pride for Fairfield led him to
believe in my abilities as an intern because he knew where I had
come from and what I was capable
of. I cannot explain how thankful I
am that I decided to apply for the
Career Planning Center's Alumni
Job Shadow Program. Never in a
million years did I expect to land
an amazing internship by shadowing a Fairfield alum around over
my winter break; however, this opportunity gave me the chance to
be that determined girl who gets
that nonexistent dream job.
Bottom line, if I could do it, so
can you.
Toapply, drop by the Career
Planning Center in the Kelley J;
Center or email t T( ':>> kyiJjHd< • 11 u and get an application. All
applications must be completed
and returned to the Career Planning Center by Nov. 1.

NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE:
•Men's soccer lost 3-0
to Loyola.
• Energy drinks, such
as Monster, have been
linked to death.

"Having a tremendous work ethic is one thing - a quality
all of the Bassick students enrolled at Fairfield have."
- Dr. Bryan Crandall
"Bridgeport students study at Fairfield," page 1

• The Grape reached
maximum capacity and
stopped letting students
in on both Friday and
Saturday nights.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by email
to irrfcKSfairMdmirrorcom or Box AA. All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or online. The
Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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Are you basing your vote for president on nail polish? Me neither.
BY MOLLY LEIDIG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A recent article in The Huffington Post described Ann Romney's
robins egg blue nail polish that
she rocked at the second presidential debate on the eve of Oct. 16
as "edgy" and said that First Lady
Michelle Obama "kept it minimal
with ladylike pearls" So is that an
indirect way of posing the idea that
Ann Romney is not a lady because
she likes to add a pop of color to her
nails?
The bias of the media towards
Michelle Obama's superb fashion
sense has been ongoing. I specifically remember the presidential inauguration in 2008. Obama
flaunted a stunning one-shouldered white dress complete with
delicate flower designs. Although I
would not exactly consider myself
the First Lady's number one fan, a
fashionista like myself can't, help
but appreciate good fashion when

E.T.
phone
home

she sees it. I even ended up modeling my senior prom dress after it
(but I must say, I think I looked better on me...sorry, Michelle).
If I have to see another fashion magazine discussing Michelle
Obama's elegant taste or ripped
arms, I will vomit. I may not see eye
to eye with Obama politically, but I
have no problem admitting when
she dresses well. Yet, our media
just takes it to the next level by borderline obsessing with her fashion
decisions.
I would describe Obama's
taste as very blase, nothing to lose
sleep over and certainly nothing to
engulf covers of magazines daily.
A true fashionista is bold. A true
fashionista can turn a simple dress
from The Gap, dress it up and make
it look like Chanel. Fashion is about
mixing and matching colors, textures, patterns. Fashion is a work
of art, and true fashionista's are artists.
The definition of fashion as

Human beings tend to believe
the most fanciful things because
it takes them away from so called
normality. Humans want to believe
that there is life out there, offering
something that is possibly better
than what life on Earth has to offer.
But in reality... .NO! The galaxy as we
see it is the most probable way for us
to see it.
And from this assumption
p

BY KAITLIN MCEWAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Is there really a
possibility that
there are other
species out
there, watching us and
calling us
"aliens?"
Probably
not.
Science
has definitely
evolved
over
time, but all of the
supposed vegetation
in space is not going to one day
grow so much that it forms other human beings. I really do not agree with
the fact that there is other life out
there.
Yes, there may be planets identical in size to planet Earth, and they
may be closer to us then we think,
but for other life to exist, certain requirements are needed. The Earthlike planet that was recently found 25
trillion miles away has a very rocky
surface. Xavier Dumusque, study
lead author of the Geneva Observatory, said that the rocks on this planet
would be "more like lava, like a lava
planet."
With that being said, how could
other life be supported on this lava
planet? It can't! Nothing would survive! It would be like a giant hot tub,
having species roast to death!
Now that we can understand
how life cannot be supported on this
planet, how could life be supported
on a majority of the planets in the
universe? The temperatures on these
planets vary from extremely hot to
extremely cold. Unless there is some
kind of super human out there, I
highly doubt anyone or anything can
truly exist.

we
can come
to the
conclusion that
aliens do
not exist
and will
never exist.
It would
take quite some
time for intelligent
specie to rise up and colonize
part of or an entire galaxy. The fact
that we exist means that there has
been no prior civilization that has
conquered the galaxy.
There are more than 20,000
websites on the Internet claiming
that aliens do exist and more and
more television shows are claiming
to the human race that aliens exist.
Why waste time, effort and money
to write lies and instill lies in peoples
heads about aliens in outer space or
aliens that are coming to Earth in
UFO's.
We have no hard evidence that
aliens exist. If we did, E.T. would
probably be the most popular guy
out there. There are no such things
as alien abductions or a planet out
there that is fully 100% capable of
supporting life. If there were other
intelligent species out there, don't
you think that they would be traveling to see us? Or other planets for
that matter? Don't you think that
they would be questioning the fact
whether or not other life exists?
Have we seen any of this? No! With
no real evidence we can only come
to the conclusion that aliens aren't
real. Sorry, E.T.

a noun is "a prevailing custom or
style of dress" and as a verb it is "to
accommodate; adjust; adapt" An
individual with genuine fashion
sense blends both the noun and
verb of fashion by adapting fashion
into their own personal style.
I believe every individual is
born with their own internal style
and no two people share the same
fashion. No one person's fashion
is superior to another. If Michelle
Obama wants to wear pearls with
her bubble gum pink dress and Ann
Romney would rather spice things
up a little with blue accessories and
nail polish, so be it. In my opinion,
I always take the nonconventional
approach when it comes to fashion. The first worxfihat comes to
mine! when I think of pearls: boring. Now, if they're choker pearls
the size of golf balls, that's a different story. I prefer the jaw-dropping
look when it comes to fashion, but
that's just me.
Regardless, the bigger ques-

tion about the media's infatuation
with the style of the First Lady is
why they even care. I mean, as long
as Romney isn't up there wearing
a plunging neckline with a pushup
bra and stilettos I don't see what
the issue is. Our country is trillions
of dollars in debt and has one of
the highest unemployment rates
since the Great Depression and
the media is concerned about the
color of Ann Romney's nail polish? Lady Gaga wore a dress made
of meat to an award show...I think
there are more important things to
be worried about. I was also quite
perplexed on how her nail color
was even noted . . . was a reporter
crawling on the floor with a magnified glass? Maybe if the media
spent less time worrying about a
speck of color on Romney's fingernails and more time actually paying
attention to what was being said in
the debate they would learn something worthy of reporting
about.

Rock on, Romney, Katy Perry would be proud of your color
choice.

Will Lance Armstrong's titles livestrong?1
BY DYLAN DEMBIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

If someone asked me whether an athlete who used performance enhancing drugs deserved
to lose all titles and sponsorships
he has ever earned, I would say
yes. What if this athlete was
Lance Armstrong though?
Lance Armstrong, the cancer
survivor and seven-time winner
of the Tour de France, has recently been dropped from his sponsor
Nike, as well as many others, and
was just stripped of all seven of
his Tour titles and banned from
racing by the UCI (Union Cycliste
Internationale).
When professional athletes
are caught doing something disgraceful, it is not uncommon for
them to be dropped from sponsors and gain a negative image.
This was the case when football
player Michael Vick was dropped
from Nike after being charged
with illegal dog fighting in 2007.
What makes it different in
Armstrong's case? It would probably be easiest to sum it up in one
word; Livestrong.
Lance Armstrong survived
brain, lung and testicular cancer
and went on to win the esteemed
Tour de France a record-setting
seven times. He is seen as a symbol of perseverance and hope by
those afflicted with cancer.
Armstrong created the Livestrong foundation as a cancer
research organization and has
donated hundreds of millions of
dollars towards the cause.
Is it right to completely
abandon any and all positive
views of this symbolic man who
brought hope to so many
people? For someone who
has helped and inspired so
many, it seems very unfair
to completely dismantle his
image.
I strongly believe that
athletes should not use doping techniques to advance in
their respective sports, at all. If
it is determined that they are do

ing this, they should and must suffer the consequences. If a sponsor
drops them, so be it.
However, in Armstrong's case,
to strip him of all his titles, to associate his name with infamy, and
to disgrace his name completely
is excessive. He has been a symbol of hope and has done so much
good for so many people he at
least deserves to come out of this
disappointing ordeal with some
sense of dignity.
It is recognized even by Armstrong that his actions were wrong.
However his motives were still benevolent. Armstrong resigned as
the chair of Livestrong so the foundation's name was not tarnished,
and even sponsors, who dropped
him, still fund his organization.
Gaston Gaudio was the formerly 44th ranked tennis player in
the world and winner of the French
Open and Grand Slam titles. Barry
Bonds was an all-star of the MLB
and player for the Pittsburgh Pirates and San Francisco Giants
until 2007. Both doped.
Unfortunately, doping and
the use of performance enhancing
drugs are very common in professional sports. Why is Armstrong
coming under so much more criticism than so many other famous
athletes who used performance
enhancers?
It is never right for any athlete
to cheat and dope their way into
success. There are no excuses. But
to entirely pull them into malignance and their

career goals out from under them,
especially in Armstrong's case, is
not right.
If you walk up to any person
on the street and mention the
name "Lance Armstrong" they will
probably know who you are.talking
about. If you show someone the
iconic yellow Livestrong bracelet
you wear on your wrist, they will
probably know what it is.
Lance Armstrong and his
charitable influence permeate our
society to a massive degree. Even
someone who is not even familiar
with Armstrong's cycling career, or
cycling in general, will probably
be aware of his massive efforts to
help those afflicted with the terrible disease.
When an athlete is dropped
from a major sponsor like Nike or
loses seven Tour de France victory
titles, you know that they must
have done something pretty bad.
Lance Armstrong disappointed
and let down countless people
who found inspiration in him.
The key here is deciding if the
good outweighs the bad. In the
case of Lance Armstrong, the man
in yellow who has given so many
people the strength to fight on, I
believe that he has done at least
seven times as much good as bad.
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War experience captured in poetr
BY MARYKATE CALLAHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

While most soldiers consider family pictures and
cigarettes to be some of
the most valuable things one can
have while on tour, Afghanistan
veteran and Fairfield alumnus Colin Halloran '12 said he couldn't
live on the battlefield without his
collection of books.
Halloran, who has published
a new book of war poems titled
"Shortly Thereafter," said that's
one of the reasons why he was "not
your typical grunt," a line featured
in one of his poems titled "Footlocker."
Halloran served as a U.S. Army
soldier fighting in Afghanistan in
2006, and he read several poems
from his book aloud to an audience
gathered at the Fairfield University
Bookstore last Friday night.
He explained that the poems
were based on the experiences and
memories he gathered when he
was fighting overseas and how they
impacted him once he returned
home.
The topics of the poems range,
from the sardonically comical account of nicknames people used to
call him to the sad reality of sitting
through a boring college class after
a soldier has returned home but
knows there are soldiers still out
there fighting.
Before Halloran took to the
podium to read aloud from his
book, Dr. Michael White, program
director of Fairfield University's
MFA in creative writing and a per-
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A crowd gathered in the Fairfield town bookstore to hear alumnus Colin Halloran (right) read from his collection of poetry, "Shortly Thereafter."
sonal friend of Halloran, stood before the audience and introduced
him.
"I think he's a wonderful poet,
very mature," White said. "He has
developed a great deal."
According to White, the men
met for the first time about four
years ago in a small coffee shop in
Durham where they talked about
poetry, the war in Afghanistan and
Halloran's interest in pursuing a
creative writing degree. One year
later, Halloran enrolled in Fairfield's creative writing program and
proceeded to study under White.
While at Fairfield, Halloran

worked on several of the poems
featured in "Shortly Thereafter"
and used most of them in his thesis.
When asked what was the
most valuable skill he learned from
working with the Fairfield creative
writing program, he said: "Figuring
out my voice."
"As a writer, you have to know
where you're writing from, not just
what you're writing about," said
Halloran. "Through workshopping
and close work with mentors and
countless drafts, I was able to kind
of peel back the layers and get to
that core of who I was."

Although the book was only'
released on Oct. 12, it has already
garnered some public attention
and critical acclaim. So far, the
book has been recognized for winning the 2012 Main Street Rag Poetry Book Award.
In addition to writing poetry,
Halloran also spends time traveling
to schools throughout the Northeast, where he works with students
and teachers to teach about the
benefits of using literature in history classes, as well as how to analyze the ways in which poetry can
inform various portrayals of war.
When asked about her

thoughts on the book reading, Brigitte Duffy, a friend and colleague
of Halloran through the MFA program, said, "I was impressed by his
depth of emotion and the way he
described his experiences."
During a question and answer
session, a member of the audience
asked why he chose poetry as his
medium.
Halloran replied, "Poetry gets
down to the bare-bone essence of
what you've been through ... it is
able to access that kind of emotional pull you experience and boil
it down. That's what I try to do."

Groundbreaking LGBTQmovie screened in BCC
BY CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

pa«ri«ah \p3-ri-3\
noun
one that is despised or rejected: outcast
—Merriam-Webster online
dictionary

First she takes off her fitted
hat, her du-rag and polo.
She then puts on her earrings, fixes her bun and ultimately
transforms herself. Alike (pronounced ah-lee-kay), the main
protagonist in the contemporary
drama "Pariah," straddles the intersections of gender, sexuality
and religion.
The contemporary drama was
featured in Tuesday's LGBTQ film
series in BCC 200. The coming-ofage story about a young African
American lesbian is the debut
feature of writer and director Dee
Rees.
Philip Bahr, reference and media librarian, chose the academic
film because of its complexity
and its authentic portrayal of the
diverse experience of coming out
for people of color, of different socioeconomic backgrounds and of
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Librarian Philip Bahr lead the audience in a discussion of "Pariah," the most recent film in the LGBTQ
screening series.
varying feminity or masculinity.
The film received many
awards such at the GLAAD Outstanding Film award and the
Excellence in Cinematography
award. The actress Adepero Oduye
has also received much attention
from her roll as Alike. Time magazine recently featured her in their
gallery of Great Performances issue. The actress succeeded in capturing the character's emotional

turmoil, strength and wisdom.
The film is the daughter of the
queer cinema era, but it is a rarity to hear an African American
lesbian account of coming out.
Even Dee Rees is unique as one of
the few African American females
who is both a film writer and director, according to Bahr.
"If this film had been done
years ago, it would have been too
straight forward and not as com-

plex," said Bahr during the discussion portion of the showcase.
While there is a strong tragic
element to the film, it ends with
the promise of a bright future.
All of the intersecting forces
that Rees included in Pariah made
the film groundbreaking. Students
like Laura Garnica '14 had never
seen anything like it. "I didn't
know [coming out] was that hard,"
said Garnica.

Garnica had a friend come
out, but his family, unlike Alike's,
was more accepting. Garnica said
that moments of violence in the
film shocked her and changed her
perception of what coming out
means to different people.
One of the main themes of the
film was agency. This theme was
captured by a phrase Alike used
at the end of one of her poems:
"I am not running. I am choosing." Alike's poem described how
"a breaking" does not mean she
is broken. "I am not broken. I am
free," read Alike in the film.
Alike knew what she wanted
and set goals for herself, explained
Garnica. The struggles Alike faced
pushed her to great heights. Alike
perservered and found her escape
through school, said Garnica. The
audience also mentioned Alike's
strength in forgiving her mother
and moving forward with her life
rather than waiting on her approval or acceptance.
The film had one major message for Garnica: "You should never assume people's lives are easy."
The complexity of human experiences can't be generalized into a
universal. Each coming out process is different. Coming out isn't
just about a person's sexuality, but
it is about embracing therrisehfes
entirely. It is about breaking, rebuilding and finding freedom.
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SALSA offers 'Taste" of Hispanic and Latino culture
BY CRYSTAL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

Merengue and Bachata
flooded the Lower Level BCC with the sharp
downbeat of the giiira and the
melodic rhythm of the guitar. The
ringing notes carried the smell of
Spanish arroz, polio and arepa.
Last Thursday, SALSA (Spanish-American and Latino Student
Association), held its annual Taste
of Sazon. The event's purpose was
to promote Hispanic and Latino
culture and offer Fairfield students
the opportunity to embrace the
heritage, customs and cultural
dishes.
Junior Jessica Mendes attended the event and said the purpose
of events and clubs like SALSA are
"to recognize the beauty of another
tradition and share it with the unaware."
That is exactly why Sarah
Roghanian '14 attended the event.
"I wanted to taste the flavor," said
Roghanian, as well as experience
the different culture. Roghanian
thinks the spreading of cultural
awareness helps to create more tolerant and well-rounded people.
But not all people are culturally aware. Some students "stay with
what they know," said Mendes, and
these students "remind us that not
everyone is as comfortable exploring outside their comfort zone."
Because her parents were immigrants, one from France and one
from Iran, Roghanian was open to

Contributed Photo

Students sample Spanish rice, chicken and other traditional dishes at the Taste of Sazon event.
exploring Taste of Sazon. Roghanian said she is willing to accept
people because she saw her parents accept each other and their
cultural differences.
When a university has so many
diverse backgrounds, not having
these cultural events would be

unacceptable, explained Mendes.
Taste of Sazon illustrates that Fairfield "recognizes, celebrates and
commemorates the diversity that
exists," she said.
While this is true, the event
had to overcome some obstacles it
didn't have to face until this year.

Junior Susan Rodriguez, director
of SALSA, had to come up against
stricter university policies than in
previous years.
SALSA wanted to expose the
"real" Latino culture with Taste Of
Sazon by cooking authentic food,
said Rodriguez, but this year the

"sazon" was not homemade and
instead mass produced.
Sodexo and Einstein's has a
strict contract with Fairfield that
states all food must come from
them, Rodriguez explained. Therefore, Sodexo supplied all the Spanish food. There were also health
concerns such as food preparation
that supported Sodexo's takeover
of Taste of Sazon.
The sazon just wasn't the
same. Mendes described the food
as "alright," and Roghanian emphasized that the quality was not
the same.
"It didn't feel like mom cooked
it," said Rodriguez, although Sodexo catering did supply the group
with twice the amount of food they
could afford.
Even with the extra supply, the
food was gone in less than 30 minutes. The event attracted a wide
range of students, faculty and staff.
Everyone enjoyed it and some went
back for seconds, said Roghanian.
This turnout is the reason
SALSA puts on Taste of Sazon every
year. Food is something we can all
relate to, and everyone likes free
food, said Rodriguez. "Food tells
a story about the culture," added
Roghanian.
There are specific dishes for
specific regions, cultures and even
social classes, but according to Rodriguez, the best word to describe
Spanish food is strong. Taste of Sazon is not just to show off the Spanish/Latino culture, but to say, "You
are welcome in it."

Right Bite: Macdaddy's
BY JEANNINE NOCERA
STAFF WRITER

Ago-to for college students
is without a doubt mac
and cheese. Ranging from
Velveeta to Easy Mac, nothing
sounds better than sitting down in
the dorm room, hitting the microwave to three minutes and just letting the bowl of swirling noodles
and cheese cook to perfection.
However, one restaurant on
Black Rock Turnpike has tried to
compete against the many Kraft
delicacies, and their name is Macdaddy's Macaroni & Cheese Bar.
Located in a small section of a
plaza across from Trader Joe's, this
restaurant is easy to dismiss as just
a typical little food joint. However,
Macdaddy's allows their customers
to join them in their skillet, with the
walls painted the same

dark color as the skillets that they
serve the pasta in. There are also accents of orange throughout the restaurant, similar to cheddar orange.
It's hard to enter the restaurant and
not feel as though you are in fact
part of the mac and cheese dish.
Coming in three different sizes—"the snack," "the mac" and "the
macdaddy"—these pans are filled
to the brim with fresh ingredients as
well as what Macdaddy likes to call
"cheesy goodness." With a huge list
consisting of 25 delectable options,
the menu comes to life right before
the customers' eyes, and it's close to
impossible to just choose one.
The menu offers both the classic mac and cheese (called the mac
USA) and more creative, magnificent dishes such as the mac Mexican, mac lobster and
the mac

buffalo chicken. Many of the dishes
are great combinations of everyday
meals that no one has ever truly
thought could be put into a mac and
cheese dish.
The restaurant has become
a huge hit with many students on
campus. For those who have never
had the opportunity to visit this hidden gem in Fairfield, create a carpool
to the distant Black Rock Turnpike,
enter Macdaddy's and gaze upon
the huge blackboard of previously
unheard of mac and cheese possibilities before diving into a delicious
meal. Macdaddy's has just recently
opened in Fairfield this past Labor
Day, but for a quaint little restaurant, Macdaddy's is a great new treat
that almost every and any college
student will love.

Contributed Photo

Swift brings a
new sound
BY GABRIELLE RODMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The mac doggy (left), which is baked with pieces of hotdog, is one of the delicious alternatives to the traditional mac USA (right) offered at Macdaddy's, located at 2449 Black Rock Turnpike.

The curly-haired country star
has done it again. The day we
have all been waiting for is finally here. There are most certainly
teardrops on the guitars of presumably half the female population out
of utter excitement. Taylor Swift
has recorded yet another amazing
album, which was released on Oct.
22.

Entitied "Red," this album is
similar to previous albums in that,
through her emotional lyrics, we
can infer that the words are inspired
by her own real-life relationships,
heartbreak and questions of self.
However, in this case, rather than
making you want to sob yourself to
sleep, many of the songs on this new
album feature a new side of Swift:
that of an empowered, no-nonsense
SWIFT
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"Blown Away"
by Carrie Underwood
Thank goodness for FUSA and really great
friends, or I never would have gotten my
chance to appreciate Carrie Underwood
at her Blown Away tour. What better track
to recommend than the last song of her
performance? I, being a little green to the
whole country scene, had never heard the
song until Carrie herself was serenading us
all sweedy in a gust of wind, sparkly confetti
and emotions. This experience carrie-d (see
what I did there?) through to her recorded
music, which I downloaded as soon as I returned to my laptop. She is an amazing vocalist and tells a story through each of her
songs. Take a moment when you're listening and really pick up on the picture she's
painting; it's really something.
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"Give Me Love"

BY LISA TKACH

byEdSheeran

CARTOONIST

Ed Sheeran has really begun to pick up in
popularity with his single "A Team" hanging around the Top Songs section of iTunes.
He's even featured on the new T-Swift album (but I wouldn't know anything about
that, would I?). The combination of minimalist guitar and a steady beat lets the listener really indulge in Sheeran's vocals,
which are excellent. This song in particular
takes a while to get intense, but the build
is what makes the song have such depth. I
was late to the Sheeran party, but I'm not
letting this track slip from my iPod
for a long time.

"Hurricane"

"Bright Lights and
Cityscape"

by Something Corporate
This is a bit of a throwback for some people, but apparently I lived under a rock for
some of my teenagerhood and missed out
on So Co when they were a big thing. I got
to hear this one for the first time driving
around Fairfield last year, and no matter
the amount of miles that I've gone since
then, it's still sticking with me. There's always time to blast this one and go on an
adventure to 16 Handles or anywhere else
around campus. Just burn a mix CD, blast it
and jam out when you can.

by Sara Bareilles
I realize that a lot of people have heard a
few songs here and there by this lovely lady,
but her new EP "Once Upon Another Time"
is just a real experience. This is not material
for the lighthearted. Bareilles is the goddess
of all ballads, and this song is no exception.
Just put this on when it's raining out (or
even just a cold fog) and really contemplate
your life decisions. Emotional yet? Good.
You're ready for more Bareilles.
Photo Illustration by Hannah N of singer/7/ie Mirror
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SwifVs new album is
empowering and bold
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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woman.
Most people are probably familiar with
her first single off the album, "We Are Never
Getting Back Together." While Swift has
never officially revealed which ex-fling was
the inspiration behind this song, it is not
who it may or may not be about that makes
it so catchy. Whether you think she can sing
or not, there is no doubt that Swift knows
how to write.
The songs from her previous albums
have frequently featured lyrics that hopelessly document her final moments with
boyfriends or favorite traits of ex-flings.
"Red," on the other hand, is not completely
depressing by any means.
Of course, there are some songs that
convince you for the momentary three minutes that you are never going to find love
and will clearly die alone, such as in the
song "The Last Time." However, there are
also those that encompass a much more
positive tone.
In her first single off the album, Swift
asserts her confidence in her declarative
statement: "We are never, ever getting back
together," and her vocal performance is enhanced with such powerful lyrics. No longer
will listeners feel the need to cry while walking to class alone with their headphones in,
but rather feel empowered, like Swift, to jam
with the sunroof down about old boyfriends
who will never have them back either.
In "I Knew You Were Trouble," Swift
embodies a confident woman and gives

FAIRFIELD
FAMILY
MEDICAL CARE

variety of emotion. Swift sings: "No apologies/ He'll never see you cry/ Pretend he
doesn't know/ That he's the reason why."
Instead of sending her most common message that usually includes how she wasted
too much time waiting around, or how she
sits on the floor at night in his old sweatshirt
crying, she tells women to be strong. To any
men that don't treat women right, we must
respond by holding our heads high, while
never letting them see us crumble.
Not only are Swift's lyrics remarkably
different in "Red," but the style of music
unique to this album as well. Swift's
table country twang is IWasked behind'
incorporation of electronic beats modeled
after dubstep. Many songs do not sound so
much like country hits as they do pop songs,
as is the case in "22." While she begins this
song with her classic acoustic introduction,
there is an immediate shift to a heavy bass
line and catchy, fast-paced rhythm. If fans
are expecting more songs that sound anything like her record-breaking lead single
"Last Kiss," they'd better think again when
preparing to listen to the new album.
It seems as though Swift is done with
the no-nonsense, manipulative and untrustworthy men of Hollywood. As the title
suggests, the album, like the color red, is
bold and powerful.

• Check out these tracks:
;
• Starlight
:
• State of Grace
;
• The Lucky One
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Editor Loan Le »info@fairfieldmirror.com

Because we could all use a
little advice now and then...
Dear Miss Anne,
Seeing Alumni this
weekend was great! The
Grape was bumpin' and
the beach was crazy.
For some of my graduated Mends, it seems as
if they never left But that
is exactly what worries
me. I've heard some success stories about getling a great job right out
of school but I've heard
more horror stories than
any. People at dead end
jobs or still working at
the local coffee shop; I
just don't want to end up
like that. I've got a couple
interviews lined up but I
don't want to mess them
up. What should I do so I
can nail this interview?
Thanks,
Scared Senior

I'd like to say good luck
on your interview. Getting
a job today is a difficult one
for sure, but the interview
will be most important in
this process.
Within the first five
seconds of meeting an individual, a judgment will
have been made. This
means don't look crazy.
And to prevent yourself
from looking such a way,
there are a few things you
should do.
Prepare
the
night
before. Get your papers put
together in a nice binder in
the order you want
to present. Don't
be
like

someone I know who don't have to be real but
constantly has wrinkled they will make you look
papers
shoved within real smart. Pocket protecbooks and dog eared pages tor: is it too much? No.
with coffee stains. You Never. Show that you are
should also have a nice pair always ready at attention,
of dry cleaned and pressed ready to whip it out ... a
pants, button down, and pen that is.
jacket. Try to limit the
When asked what is
amount of cleavage (a little your biggest weakness,
just be honest. Tell them
never hurt anyone).
Girls, please limit the you work too hard and
amount of makeup you are "Gaffe too much about your
wearing. Have a nice natu- job. They will eat that up ...
ral look so you don't look and maybe bring a baked
like a jugalo from Insane good. I would like that,
Clown Posse. Men, please wouldn't you? Pumpkin
don't use too much after- muffins maybe. ... They
shave, you don't want are of the season.
Show how much you
to make your interviewer pass know about the company
... and possibly your inout.
terviewer. Know where
Wear
glasses.
they grew up, who they are
married too, their specific
They
address, and their hobbies. Maybe bring
some rac-

quet ball gear just in case
they want to play a pick-up
game.
I hope this helps you
out in your interview. This
is the best advice I've ever
given.

Send your questions to
askmissanne@gmail.com
Disclaimer: This is column
is for entertainment purposes only. The author is a
student, not a therapist, and
the column is not intended to
take the place of professional
advice. The views expressed
are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the
views of The Mirror and its staff
members.
Anna Wolk' 13 Columnist
LoanLe '14 Editor
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vVV I

Can you spto> the differences?
Did you miss us? That's right. We're bringing this segment back. Try to find five differences between the
first photo and the second photo. Tweet the answers to @MirrorFairfield and get a possible RT!

Original Photo

Retouched Photo

Sports
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THIS WEEK IN
WATCH OUT FOR FAIRFIELD ATHLETICS

Senior Stag Spotlight

What To Watch For
Wednesday - Women's Lacrosse vs Wales, 11 a.m.

With Field Hockey player Maddy Sposito ' 15

Q. What is your favorite TV show?
A. I think my favorite show is, at the moment, 30 Rock. It is hilarious. I just wish 1 had the
courage that Tina Fey has, to be able to write her part and then perform it, because it's just
so funny. And I love Mean Girls too.

Thursday - No games.
Friday - Women's Soccer vs Saint Peter's, 7 p.m.
Saturday - Cross Country vs MAAC Championship

Q. If you could meet anyone dead or alive, who would it be and why?

Sunday - Men's Soccer at Canisius, 1 p.m.

A. It would probably be the Founding Fathers, because I'm so into history. IrF|st think it's
really cool that they took a government, they got their independence, and then they decided
that their government wasn't going to be like England's government. So they really shaped
the country and I think it's really cool that we are still a democratic country and stuff.

Monday - No games.
Tuesday - No games.

Q. If you had a super power, what would you want it to be?
A. I think I would want to read minds. I'm just curious to see what's going on in other people's minds. Because I know sometimes I catch myself thinking about things and I wonder
woah, like where did that even come from? It would be interesting to see what other people
are thinking. Then I'd also debate better if I knew what they were going to say, so I could
just shut them down in my next argument.

Q.What is your favorite thing about Fairfield?
A. I like that it's small. It's not too, too small. It's a pretty good size for me personally. That's
why I picked it. And I like the location. I'm also from the same county, so it like it's far
enough away from home, that it is away from home, but close enough that if something were
to happen, I can go home. It also helps when my mom brings me home made food because
I'm too lazy to cook.

Q. What is the best piece of advice you have ever gotten?
A. 1. Don't sweat the small stuff. That one speaks for itself. You can't overthink things, be
nervous about things that you can't control. 2. You are your own worst enemy. Take it how
you want to.

By The Numbers
3
17
4
Men's soccer's
Reco McLaren
scored all of Fairfield's three goals
against Rider on
Friday night.

Field Hockey's
Kaitlyn Taddeo
'16, scored the
game winning
assist 17 seconds
into overtime
against Vermont.

Women's soccer's 4-0 win over
Iona on Saturday
secured the Stags
a berth into the
MAAC Championship.

Quote of the Week
I can't wait to replay those teams again and hopefully the outcome will be in our favor this time.
- Field Hockey's Maddy Sposito '13 on the America East Tournament

L SPORTS 3X5
Because they like to
talk ... sports.

JENNIFER
CAEHOUN
SPORTS EDITOR

*

MICHAEL
O'KEEFFE
THE MATE

THOMAS SHEA
ASSISTANT
SPORTS EDITOR

Your 2012-2013 3x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Thomas Shea
and Michael O'Keeffe.

It's been discovered
that Spongebob is
avail able to watch on
Netflix. What character
would you be?

Field Hockey made the
America East Tournament for the first time.
Impressed by their
achievement?

Lance Armstrong had
to forfeit his Tour de
France wins and sponsorships. Do you think
he deserved it?

Paranormal Activity 4
is now out in theaters.
What would you do if
that movie was your
life?

Taylor Swift's new CD
came out on Monday.
What 'Tay Swiz' song do
you relate to most?

Meow meow meow meow
meow meow meow meow
meow meow meow meow
meow meow meow meow
meow.... What do you
think?

It's obviously an amazing
achievement! The games
they lost have mostly been
m
overtime. A single shot
going in for Fairfield could
easily put the next games
in our favor!

Well what am I going to
do with all my LiveStrong
bracelets? No really, I
think we all saw this coming, it was ony a matter of
time.

Let me tell you something:
no ghost/demon thing
would dare come near my
house. I'm pretty terrifying, the ghost would know
coming to my house is a
(second?) death sentence.

Seeing that everyone thinks
that shes writing their life
when truly it's mine, it has to
be without a doubt "Never
Grow Up" because I will
never grow up. I can't give up
my stuffed animals.

Aside from being Mermaid Man and Barnacle
Boy, my next guess would
be Plankton, because I'm
as beached as I am "bro."
You wanna 'chup'? Like a
potato 'chup'?

I'm not sure anyone
expected this tournament
appearance this year - oh
wait - that's right, i did! Big
shout out to the girls on a
stellar year! Let it continue!

It's a sad day in cycling...
Regardless, I'm still staggered at the fact he can cycle
in a straight line while only
having one testicle!

It's an easy fix. I would
adopt into a new family.
Period. I have no time
for ghosts/demons after
watching Casper when i
was 5. Scared me silly.

My computer crashed on
me the other day. Many late
nights jamming to Taylor
Swift just weren't meant to
be. We, are never ever ever
ever getting back together...

I'm thinking The Mate and
I are doing Mermaid Man
and Barnacle Boy for Halloween, so I'll let you all
decide. But we're going to
look good, guaranteed.

I've been to most of their
home games, and the new
field is giving them new life
in the conference. Now it's
time to shock the world in
the tourney.

He doped, Landis doped,
everyone doped, hell, I
probably even doped,
Now he can't even get a
beer now that Budweiser
dropped him. Life is rough.

Any
ghost in my house
Vnygho';
would jtjrt depress me,
because I would still be
the palest thing there.

ifce her 50 songs about
breakups, and her 51 songs
about getting back together.
My favorite may be the one
about the ponies and unicorns though. SO GOOD.
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This Week In Stag Country
BY JEANNINE NOCERA
STAFF WRITER

Volleyball
The volleyball team traveled
to Riverdale, New York securing
a victory over Manhattan College. The victory was their third
straight win and improved their
record to 10-3 in the MAAC.
Sophomore Caitlin Stapleton had a match high 18 kills, including her 500th of her career.
Sophomore Camille Coffey added 14 kills and her 3*h doubledouble of the season.'™'
Junior Rachel Romansky
had 54 assists as well as 11 digs.
Sophomore Carsen Mata had
a career high 25 digs with Kara
Reis '13 adding 25 digs and 5 assists.
Freshman Maddie FitzPatrick delivered three blocks in
addition to two kills with Stephanie Cruz' 13 totaling nine digs,
along with teammate Hayley
Moyer '14 adding 7 kills and totaling 4 blocks.
The Stags return home to
play five-straight MAAC matches to end their regular season.
The matches begin on October
27 against Iona College at 2 p.m.

Women's Soccer

Cartoon Courtesy of Lisa Tkach/77ie Mirror

The Stags traveled to New
Haven for a tough game against
Yale University Monday night.
The game was a tight match
with the Stags unfortunately falling 1-0 in double overtime. The
Bulldogs outshot the Stags 7-0
in overtime, where one goal was
allowed in allowing the Bulldogs
to win.
Sophomore Kathleen Early
had a total of four saves throughout the game, two of which were
in the first overtime period.
Also, the Stags played a great
game against Iona on Saturday, which allowed the team to
clinch a spot in the 2012 MAAC

Championship.
Junior Shannon Fay scored
the first goal of the game only 74
seconds into the game, followed
by a goal from Kasey Schulz '13
in the 11th minute.
Junior Stephanie Sutherby
scored her first collegiate goal
in the 39th minute from 22 yards
out, giving the Stags a 3-0 lead
into the half.
In the second half, Schulz
got her second goal 89 minutes
in, finishing the game off with
the final score of 4-0.
The Stags scored half of the
shots on goal throughout the
■iDay. The Stags will be hosting St.
Peter's at home 7 p.m. on Friday
night, with the senior ceremony
at 6:50 p.m.

Men's Swimming
This past weekend, three
program records were broken in
the Stags' win against Manhattan College.
Junior Cody Parker broke an
eight-year record in the 200-m
freestyle and captured the 400m
freestyle with a person best of
4:13:41.
Freshman Connor Daly
broke not one but two program
records in the 200m IM and finished as the runner-up in the
event. In the 100m butterfly,
Daly won the event and set a
new program standard in addition to runner-up of the 100m
breaststroke.
Junior Kevin Greener won
the 800m freestyle with Nick
Cannone '16 finishing in 3rd,
with classmate Andrew Robinson'16 placing 4th. Sophomore
Tyler Conley won the 50m freestyle and runner up in the 100m
freestyle, both times being extremely close to his own program records.
Senior Ryan Krebs won both
diving events, the 1-m and 3-m
board, with a personal best on
the 1-m.
Fairfield swims at home

against Fordham October 26 at
5 p.m.

Women's Swimming
The Stag's won against Manhattan College, with a total of
eight first place finishes as well
as several personal bests.
The Stags began the day
with a win in the 200m medley
relay, the team consisting of
Kelly Mulligan '16, Suzy Lawlor
'14, Cacky Keating '13, and Liz
Avery'16.
In the 200m freestyle, Fairfield took the top three spots,
witH Kate Ansani '16 in first,
Katherine Kraus '15 in second and Michelle Pleban '16 in
third.
Not only did the Stags take
the first three spots in the 200m
freestyle; they also won the 50m
freestyle with, Liz Avery, Suzy
Lawlor and Keating respectiveiyThe 400m freestyle was
nothing less with the top three
spots won yet again by the Stags
from Alyssa Acompora '15 winning the event, followed by
teammates Ansani following,
and Emily Pedrick '14 in third.
In the 100m backstroke,
Stags took the top two spots with
Jaimee Carrazza '16 in first with
Bridget McGowan '14 in second.
Freshman Danielle Latino
placed second in the 200m individual medley, as well as Kayla
Kuzniewski '16 being runner-up
in the 100m fly, a personal best
with Kuzniewski.
In diving events, Lauren
Kemple '15 had the Stags top
finishes, with a win in the lm
board with a personal best, in
addition to a personal best on
the 3m board.
Freshman Demi Marathas
also recorded her personal bests
on both boards. The Stags compete against Fordham on Friday
at the RecPlex at 5 p.m.

Crystal Rodriguez I The Mirror

Junior Rachel Romansky and Lindsay Weaver '15 go up for the ball in a game this season. The Stags return back to Alumni Hall on the 27th before hosting the MAAC Tournament.

Sports
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Women's Soccer hosts a clinic with local youth players on Sunday morning on Alumni Field. The experience has been beneficial to both the youth players and the Stags. .

Stags hold clinic for youth players
BY THOMAS SHEA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With the season winding
down and the team having already qualified for the MAAC
Tournament, the Fairfield women's soccer team has its eyes set
on winning their last two conference games and potentially winning the regular season title.
But this past Sunday, they
set their eyes on another goal:
trying to get their individual
groups of rowdy young children
to learn the basic skills of soccer,
and most importantly, to have
fun while doing so.
The Mini Stags program
started this year with the collaboration between the team
and a few local mothers as a
skill-building program for local
youngsters to come and learn
from the players. There are currently no organized develop-

mental soccer camps for the kids
in town, making this program
a key learning experience for
many of the boys and girls.
About 150 children from the
town of Fairfield currently participate in the program, which
has been going on since the beginning of the season in September. The six week program is run
by the entire women's soccer
team, with all 31 members helping alongside the coaches in an
attempt to teach the children the
basics of the game.
The camp, which ran on
Sundays and was setup in part
to encourage the families to attend the women's soccer games
on campus, introduced the children to the basics of ball handling, passing, and shooting, as
taught by the players. However,
the drills were kept light, with
the main emphasis of the camp
remaining on having fun while

playing the game, something
that even the most novice of
players understood and followed
whole-heartedly.
With this being the first year
of the program, women's soccer
Head Coach Jim O'Brien is very
pleased with the way everything
has gone so far, including the
planning and organizing, as well
as players' efforts to help the kids
as much as possible. O'Brien
said that he hopes to continue
the program in the spring and
into the coming years.
Almost as important as what
the kids got from the players is
what the players learned from
the kids in their groups.
"[The players] really enjoy
it. They love working with the
kids," said O'Brien. "They look
forward to the kids coming in,
and the kids look forward to
working with their coach on a
weekly basis."

One of the ideas that has
worked the best, according to
O'Brien, is allowing the same
group of two or three players
to stick with the same group
of children throughout the six
weeks. This has, in turn, forged
relationships that the children
and players will remember for
years to come.
Coach O'Brien also hopes
that the players learn "a sense
of community, a sense of giving
back" from these sessions.
"They've got a great gift with
their soccer talent, and they
have the opportunity to pursue
their education at a school like
Fairfield. It's more of the Jesuit
philosophy of community and
giving back, and it's worked out
really well."
The Stags' focus should
be on the present this coming
weekend, as they look to beat
defeat both St. Peter's and Man-

hattan, both at home, en route to
their first potential MAAC regular season championship since
2002.
However, maybe a small part
of their minds could be on the
relationships they have shaped
with these kids over the past
weeks, and on the somewhat distant future. Because who knows,
they might have just taught future Stags the fundamentals for
winning a MAAC Championship
of their own 12 years from now.

Want to see more pictures
om the soccer camp or
om any of the Stags'
;ames over the weekend?
"heck out our Stag
Sports Blog on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
FairfieldMirrorSports

Mens Soccer Falls
to Loyola
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

16

Junior Daniel Shaw had a
standout game for the Stags, accumulating five shots,!.%icluding
one that sailed just over the bar
in the opening minutes, and another that hit the crossbar later
into the first half.
Senior Nuno Rodrigues also
had one of his best games of the
season against Loyola, as he controlled the ball well in the midfield and distributed the ball well
to Shaw and his forwards McLaren and James Taylor '16.
"They had six shots and
scored three goals and in contrast we had 15 shots. We had
four times as many corner kicks
and a lot of offensive threats
without conversion," said Coach
Rees.
The Stags were in control of
the ball for a majority of the 90
minutes played against the Greyhounds. However a few lapses
in defensive play allowed for the
Greyhounds to convert 50% of

the shots they took.
"I think we need to be better
defensively on the counterattack.
But I think we've learned a lesson today... These games against
Loyola always go either way and
today they got the breaks," Coach
Rees said.
Loyola is currently tied for
first in the MAAC, and after the
weekend, the Stags are sitting
tied for sixth. However, it is by no
means hopeless for the Stags.
"It's still in our hands. We
still play the teams that we need
to climb above of in the league
to make the playoffs, so it's still
with us." Said Coach Rees.
The Stags have four MAAC
games left. They travel on a long
weekend to play Niagara on Friday night and Canisius on Sunday afternoon. Niagara currently
sits in fourth in the MAAC with a
record of 3-1-1.
The last two games of the
season will be played on Lessing Field, as the Stags will host
Marist on November 2nd and
Siena on November 4th. Siena

Jeannine Nocera /The Mirror

Junior Daniel Shaw strikes the ball from outside the box during Sunday's game against Loyola.
is also tied for first in the MAAC
with a 5-1 record.
While there are some difficult games ahead for the Stags,

Coach Rees sees nothing out of
reach for the Stags, especially
with the way they have been
playing recently.

Rees said it best as he was
reflecting on the weekend the
team had, stating: "I'm backing
my guys to get the job done."

Online
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Field Hockey Battles to Tournament Berth
BY STEVEN VISSICHELLI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Fairfield University Field
Hockey Team clinched a berth in
the American East Tournament for
the first time in program history in
dramatic fashion on Saturday.
They Stags played in a tournament clinching game versus Vermont and upset them with a 3-2
win 17 seconds in overtime.
This secured the Stags spot
in the American East tournament
which takes place November 2-4.
"Deserved. We deserved it.
We made the game closer than we
wanted it to be obviously. We truly
are one of the top four teams in
the conference this year so we are
looking forwards to opportunity to
win and play in our conference,"
said Coach Jackie Kane when
asked how it felt to be able to have
a spot in the tournament.
Senior goalkeeper Maddy
Sposito had a big game for the
Stags, making two saves that kept
the Stags in the game. Sposito,
along with the rest of the team were
incredibly excited to be among the
four teams headed to the Tournament.
"It's such a great opportunity
and I can't wait to replay those
teams again and hopefully the outcome will be in our favor this time,"
Said Sposito.
To cap off a big weekend,
the Stags had their senior day on
Sunday along with Breast Cancer
Awareness Day. The day became
even more special when the Stags
defeated the University of Pennsylvania 4-2.
"Senior Day was just way beyond anything I could have expected. The underclassmen really
went above and beyond for us,"
Sposito said."
Freshman Kaitlyn Taddeo was
a vital part of the two victories this
past weekend, earning the Ameri-

Thomas Shea /The Mirror

Junior Christy Starsinic scores the game-tying goal against University of Pennsylvania on Sunday afternoon. The Stags went on to win 4-2.
ca East Rookie-of-the-Week award.
The forward clinched the award
when she assisted on the gamewinning goal against Vermont.
One day later, Taddeo came
off the bench to assist on two of
the team's four goals in their win
over Pennsylvania. She also set up
the tying goal and the fourth goal
for the Stags.
In 18 game appearances, the
freshman has nine points, which
includes two goals and five assists.
Coach Kane and the Stags

have a 10-8 record and a 1-3 mark
in the American East this season.
The Stags will close out their regular season October 27th against
a very strong Boston University
team on the road.
"BU will be great for us because they are one of the strong
teams in the conference, so we
can go in there and use it play to
win and put ourselves to learn
how to win in the tournament,"
said Coach Kane.
Sposito sees the game as an
opportunity to further show the

growth of the team in her four
years with the team.

"We truly are one of
the top four teams in
the conference this
year so we are looking
forwards to opportunity to win and play in
our conference "
-Coach Jackie Kane

"When I was a freshman, we
were losing to BU and UNH 6-0
and 8-0 and some obscure scores.
And now this year, we're not only
competing with them, there were
times in all of those games [that
they lost in the America East]
where we were dominating and
winning the game for the most
part," said Sposito.
The Stags look to capture this
final regular season win, and head
into the tournament with a three
game win streak.
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"This is why soccer is such
| an unforgiving game" said Fairl field's men's Soccer coach Carl
Rees as he watched his team
cooling down after their Sunday
afternoon game and signing post| ers for a youth soccer team.
The Stags fell 3-0 to MAAC
j foes Loyola on Sunday, after deI feating fellow MAAC rivals Rider
3-0 on Friday night.
On Friday, the Stags (6-7-1
[and 2-3 MAAC) dominated Rider (3-11-1 and 2-3-1 MAAC) for
most of the 90 minutes, getting

three goals from Reco McLaren
'14. It was McLaren's first hat
trick of the season, and gave him
five goals in a two game span.
"We've been close with Reco
and his family and the people
around him for a long time. We
were happy to see him break
through and have a big game,"
said Coach Rees.
"He's dynamite," continued
Rees.
Unfortunately, the score line
wasn't in the favor of the Stags at
the end of their Sunday afternoon

game against Loyola (10-5-1 and
5-1 MAAC).
But just like in the game
against Rider, Fairfield dominated the Greyhounds for most of
the game.
"It was a tremendous effort
for both games quite frankly. I
think we played better today than
we did on Friday. So I'm very
proud of the guys,!' said Coach
Rees after the defeat on Sunday.
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